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UNPACKING THE 2018 ELECTIONS

In the parliamentary elections of 2018, almost 260,000 Lebanese were
registered to vote in North 3 (Batroun, Bcharre, Koura, and Zgharta).

Ten seats are assigned to this district: Batroun and Bcharre have

two Maronite seats each, Zgharta has three, and Koura has three

Greek Orthodox seats. North 3 has a very low degree of confessional
fragmentation with Maronites representing an overwhelming majority of
voters. Four lists competed in the district, with a total of 38 candidates.
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WHO VOTED?

Turnout in North 3 was 45%, lower than the national average of 49%. There
were large geographical variations: Turnout in Batroun was 539%, while that
in Bcharre was only 39%. Koura and Zgharta each saw a 44% turnout. There
were also variations across confessional groups: The few Shia and Sunni
voters in each district voted more than all the Christian confessional groups.
Across genders, women voted significantly more than men in each of the
districts:" Overall, 46% of women voted, while 42% of men did so.?
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WHO WON?

The race in North 3 was highly competitive, with three of the four competing
lists winning seats. A list formed by Marada and the Syrian Social Nationalist
Party (SSNP) won 36% of the votes and four seats: Two in Zgharta, obtained
by Tony Frangieh and Istfan Douaihy (both Marada), and two in Koura,
obtained by Fayez Ghosn (Marada) and Salim Saadeh (SSNP). The second list,
formed by the Lebanese Forces (LF) and Kataeb won three seats with 33% of
the votes: One in Batroun, obtained by Fadi Saad, and both seats in Bcharre
obtained by Sethrida Geagea and Joseph Ishac (all LF). The third winning list,
formed by the Free Patriotic Movement (FPM) and Independence Movement
(IM), won the three remaining seats with 29% of votes: The remaining seats in
Batroun, won by Gebran Bassil (FPM), Zgharta, won by Michel Moawad (IM),
and Koura, won by Georges Atallah (FPM).

WHO WERE THE MAIN WINNERS AND LOSERS
OF THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM?

Due to the mixed proportional representation system, candidates who receive
the highest number of votes do not always win. Under a fully representative
system, Atallah (FPM), who won his seat in Koura with slightly less than 3,400
votes, would lose to Fadi Karam (LF), who lost despite receiving over twice as
many votes (over 7,800 votes).

HOW DID EACH LIST PERFORM IN EACH DISTRICT?

There were large geographical variations in the success of each list: The LF-
Kataeb and FPM-IM lists captured the highest share of votes in Batroun, the
LF-Kataeb list an overwhelming majority of the votes in Bcharre, and Marada-
SSNP the majority in Zgharta. Votes in Koura were more fragmented between
different lists, although the Marada-SSNP list captured the highest share.
Each list had its own stronghold: Nearly the majority of the votes obtained

by Marada-SSNP came from voters in Zgharta, due to the high support for
Frangieh. Although all other lists obtained their highest share of votes in
Batroun, the LF-Kataeb list was the only one that received a high share of

its votes in Bcharre, due to the higher popularity of both Geagea and Ishac.
Regarding the FPM-IM list, the high support obtained from Batroun voters was
driven by Bassil, while that from Zgharta voters was driven by Moawad.
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HOW DID WOMEN CANDIDATES PERFORM?

There were five women candidates in North 3, who obtained 7% of votes
overall (8,338 votes). Geagea won her seat with 6% of the votes (6,677 votes),
and in Bcharre, where she ran, she obtained 36%. Although a slightly higher
share of men (39%) voted for her, compared to women (38%), the number of
votes Geagea obtained from women were much higher (over 360 votes). In
Batroun, one woman candidate, Layal Bou Moussa (Kulluna Watani), managed
to obtain a significant share of votes (3%, 952 votes). The other women were
much less successful, winning less than 2% of votes each.

HOW DID EMERGING POLITICAL GROUPS PERFORM?

Kulluna Watani, a list formed by emerging political groups, received less
than 3% of votes in North 3 (3,160 votes). The list was more successful in
Batroun and Koura, due to the higher success of Bou Moussa (Batroun) and
Fadwa Nassif and Bassam Ghantous (both Koura), who, altogether, obtained
nearly 70% of the votes that went to the list. Among those who voted for
Kulluna Watani, women tended to vote more for women candidates on the
list, compared to men.

WERE THERE SIGNS OF IRREGULARITIES?

There are some signs of fraud from the LF-Kataeb list in Batroun and from
the FPM-IM list in Koura. In regular elections, votes for a list or party should
not significantly vary between polling stations that had very low, normal, or
very high turnouts,® and as previous evidence suggests, a party benefiting
from very high turnouts may point at vote buying.# Looking at votes for
each list shows that LF-Kataeb in Batroun, and FPM-IM in Koura, performed
significantly better in polling stations that had abnormal turnout rates, which
may suggest pressure to vote through vote buying, although it could be due
to their more effective mobilization of voters. These results could also point
at ballot stuffing as adding ballots for a list would increase both turnouts
and votes for this list. One way to detect ballot stuffing is to look at the
distribution in the last digits of votes for a list. Normally, if there was a lack
of fraud, this distribution of last digits should be uniform, i.e. each last digit
should have an equal chance to appear (10%).> In Batroun, the last digits of
votes for LF-Kataeb diverged from the uniform line, while in Koura, the last
1100y 160-179.  digits in the number of votes for FPM-IM diverged from the uniform line,

B and A Scacco. 2012 whae - SUggesting potential manipulations in the vote count. This provides some
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