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BEKAA 2 UNPACKING THE 2018 ELECTIONS

LCPS Swldlgillisell |n the parliamentary elections of 2018, almost 150,000 Lebanese were
for Policy Studies registered to vote in Bekaa 2 (West Bekaa-Rachaya). Six seats are
. o assigned to the district: Two for Sunnis, and one each for Shia, Druze,
the’;;ég,”p‘géffc'gfj’zg‘fgc’g{g}g Maronite, and Greek Orthodox voters. Bekaa 2 has a high degree of
electoral reform, LCPS is assessing the  confessional fragmentation, although Sunnis represent slightly less
°“ff,‘;mg,‘;fetfzigg?OLCZi‘j’r’,’;;erfr’r‘,’g’r’,‘/’y than the majority. Three lists competed in the district, with a total of 16
on voters’ behavior and choices as candidates.

well as the campaign discourse and
strategies of political actors.”

@ @ @ } REGISTERED VOTERS AND ALLOCATED SEATS BY CONFESSION IN BEKAA 2
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WHO VOTED?

Turnout in Bekaa 2 was 46%, lower than the national average of 49%. There
were significant variations across confessional groups: Shia and Druze voters
had the highest turnouts (58% and 53%), and were followed, although by

far, by Sunnis (46%). Turnout among Christian voters was significantly lower:
39% among Maronites, 26% for Greek Orthodox, and 28% among Greek
Catholics." By gender, women (48%) had a much higher turnout than men
(42%).% Significantly higher turnouts among women were observed among
Shias, Druze, Sunnis, and Greek Orthodox, while Maronite and Greek Catholic
men had a slightly higher turnout than their women counterparts. Moreover,
voters registered in cadasters with a higher prevalence of poverty were
significantly more likely to vote than others.2This may point at vote-buying.

WHO WON?

Two of the three competing lists won a similar amount of votes and three
seats each. A coalition between the Amal Movement and Ittihad (Union Party)
won 49% of the votes and obtained one Sunni seat (Abdul-Rahim Mourad,
[ttihad), the Shia (Mohammad Nasrallah, Amal), and the Greek Orthodox seat
(Elie Ferzli, affiliated with the Free Patriotic Movement [FPM]). The second
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winning list was a coalition between the Future Movement (FM) and the
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP), which, with 48% won the second Sunni seat
(Mohammad El Karaawi, FM-affiliated), the Druze (Wael Abou Faour, PSP), and
the Maronite seat (Henri Chedid, FM-affiliated). There were large variations in
preferences for lists across confessional groups: The Amal-Ittihad list received
nearly all the Shia vote (92%), and the FM-PSP list an overwhelming majority
of the Druze vote (72%). The other groups' votes were more fragmented,
although the Amal-Ittihad list won the majority of the Maronite, Greek
Orthodox, and Greek Catholic vote (between 55% and 61% each), and the
FM-PSP list the majority of the Sunni vote (61%). Moreover, the Amal-Ittihad
list relied mostly on the Sunni and Shia vote, FM-PSP on the Sunni and Druze
vote, and the Independent list on the Christian vote.

} VOTES FOR EACH LIST RECEIVED FROM EACH CONFESSIONAL GROUP IN BEKAA 2
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WHO WERE THE PREFERRED CANDIDATES?

Beyond the percentage of votes received by each list, only a few candidates
managed to win a significant share of each confessional group’s vote. An
overwhelming majority of Shia voters voted for Nasrallah (70%), while an
overwhelming majority of Druze voters voted for Abou Faour (71%). Among
Sunni voters—although the FM-PSP list ranked first—Mourad received

the highest share of their votes (35%), followed by Karaawi (28%) and Ziad
Kadri (26%, FM). Christians from different confessional groups voted slightly
differently, although Ferzli ranked first among Greek Orthodox (47%),
Maronite (27%), and Greek Catholic (39%) voters. The second preferred
candidate among Greek Orthodox voters was Ghassan Skaf (27%, FM-PSP
list, Greek Orthodox), while Maronite and Greek Catholic voters tended to
vote for Chedid (25% and 18%)—although Naji Ghanem (Amal-Ittihad list,
Maronite), received a significant share of the Maronite vote (22%).

WHO WERE THE MAIN WINNERS AND LOSERS
OF THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM?

Due to the confessional allocation of seats, candidates who obtain the highest
number of votes do not always win. Under a fully representative system,




Snapshot

when cont

The list did not field a candidate for
the Druze seat

This was st

and gender.

seats would be allocated to the most voted for candidates regardless of their
confession. If that were the case, Maronite winner Chedid, who won with
1,584 votes (ranking 8th), would lose, while Sunni candidate Kadri (FM), who
lost with as many as 8,392 votes (ranking 5th), would win. This would also
result in three Sunni winners, and no Maronite parliamentarian.

DID VOTERS VOTE FOR CANDIDATES
OF THE SAME CONFESSION?

Out of the voters represented by a seat, 85% voted for a co-confessional
candidate. There were large variations across confessional groups, with the
confessional bias being highest among Druze and Sunni voters (91% and
90%), and lowest among Maronite voters (55%).* Shia and Greek Orthodox
voters stood in between (75% and 78%).> There were also variations in co-
confessional preferences across genders, with women voting slightly more
for co-confessional candidates—87% compared to 85% of men. This was the
case among all confessional groups.®

HOW DID WOMEN CANDIDATES PERFORM?

The single woman candidate in Bekaa 2, Maguy Aoun (independent,
Maronite), received 1.3% of preferential votes. She was more successful
among Christian voters, receiving 8% of the Maronite, 7% of the Greek
Catholic, and 4% of the Greek Orthodox votes, while she obtained less than
1% of any other confessional group'’s vote. There were no large variations
across genders, with the candidate receiving only 47 additional votes from
women voters.” Despite the low percentage of votes she received overall,
Aoun received as much as 59% of the votes that went to her list.

HOW DID EMERGING POLITICAL GROUPS PERFORM?

The independent list in Bekaa 2 received little over 2% of votes (1,546 votes).
There were large variations in the success of the list across confessional
groups: It was significantly more successful among Christian voters -
receiving between 7% and 9% of Maronite, Greek Orthodox, and Greek
Catholic voters' votes - while it received less than 2% of every other group'’s
vote. Even voters who voted for the independent list showed a confessional
bias: No single Christian voter voted for a non-Christian candidate, and

the vast majority of Sunnis and Shias voted for their co-confessional
candidates.® There were variations in the performance of the list across
geographical areas, with it tending to perform better in more confessionally
fragmented cadasters.?
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