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UNPACKING THE 2018 ELECTIONS

In the parliamentary elections of 2018, almost 180,000 Lebanese were
registered to vote in Bekaa 1 (Zahle). Seven seats are assigned to the
district: Two Greek Catholics, and one Sunni, Shia, Maronite, Greek
Orthodox, and Armenian Orthodox, each. Zahle is one of the most
diverse districts, with no confessional group representing the majority of
voters. Five lists competed, with a total of 32 candidates.

} REGISTERED VOTERS AND ALLOCATED SEATS BY CONFESSION IN BEKAA 1
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WHO VOTED?

Turnout in Zahle was much higher than the national average: It was 53%
compared to 49%. There were large variations across confessional groups,
with Shias being the most mobilized (65% turnout), followed by Sunnis

(59%). Armenian Orthodox voters had the lowest turnout (25%) while among
other represented groups it varied between 47% and 53%." Turnout was
significantly higher among women (56%) than it was among men (52%).? There
were geographical variations in turnouts: A higher prevalence of Shia voters
in a cadaster was associated with higher turnout rates. Beyond this, however,
turnouts tended to increase as the level of confessional homogeneity in a
cadaster increased, which may point at sectarian parties’ higher ability to
mobilize voters in more homogeneous localities.

WHO WON?

Three of the five competing lists won seats. The list formed by the Free
Patriotic Movement (FPM), and the Future Movement (FM) won 40% of the
votes and three seats, obtained by Michel Daher (FPM-affiliated, Greek
Catholic), Salim Aoun (FPM, Maronite), and Assem Araji (FM, Sunni). The
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*This list included a Syrian Social
Nationalist Party candidate

second list, formed by Hezbollah and independents,® won 26% of votes and
two seats, obtained by Anwar Jomaa (Hezbollah, Shia) and Eddy Demerjian
(independent, Armenian Orthodox). The last winning list, formed by the
Lebanese Forces (LF) and Kataeb, won 20% of votes and the two remaining
seats, which went to George Okais (LF, Greek Catholic) and Cesar Maalouf (LF-
affiliated, Greek Orthodox).

WHO WERE THE PREFERRED CANDIDATES
ACROSS CONFESSIONAL GROUPS?

There were variations in support for certain candidates, and only a few
candidates managed to win the majority of each group’s vote. The Sunni
vote was divided between different candidates from FPM and FM, with Araji
being the most successful (28% of their vote). Christian groups, in particular
Greek Catholics and Maronites, tended to vote in the same way: Okais was
the most popular candidate (26% and 29%), while Daher, Aoun, and Myriam
Skaff (Popular Bloc, Greek Catholic) received between 9% and 15% each. The
Greek Orthodox vote was the most contested: Daher received the highest
share (16%), while Skaff, Okais, Aoun, Assaad Nakad (independent on FPM-
FM list, Greek Orthodox), and Jomaa received between 9% and 15% each.

In contrast to other groups, the Shia and Armenian Orthodox votes went
almost exclusively to one candidate: 82% of Shias voted for Jomaa, and 62%
of Armenian Orthodox voted for George Bushikian (independent on the
Popular Bloc list, Armenian Orthodox).
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WHO WERE THE MAIN WINNERS AND LOSERS
OF THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM?

Due to the mixed proportional representation law, candidates who receive
the highest number of votes do not always win. Under a fully representative
system, Demerjian (Armenian Orthodox, 77 votes), and Maalouf (Greek
Orthodox, 3,554 votes), would lose to Skaff (Popular Bloc, Greek Catholic,
6,348 votes) and Nicolas Fattouch (independent on Hezbollah-backed list,
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Greek Catholic, 5,737 votes). There would therefore be four Greek Catholic
winners, and no Greek Orthodox or Armenian Orthodox winner.

DID VOTERS VOTE FOR CANDIDATES
OF THE SAME CONFESSION?

53% of voters represented by a seat voted for a co-confessional candidate.
There were large variations across groups: While about 90% of Shias and
70% of Greek Catholics and Armenian Orthodox voted for a co-confessional
candidate, only 40% of Sunnis and 20% of Maronites and Greek Orthodox
did so.* Over the majority of Maronites and Greek Orthodox voted for
Greek Catholic candidates instead, showing that Christian voters had a bias
toward Christian candidates.> Among Sunnis, the non-confessional vote was
highly fragmented between Greek Catholic, Shia, and Armenian Orthodox
candidates, although the former received the highest share of votes (25%).
Other groups who did not cast a confessional vote also voted mostly for
Greek Catholic candidates.

HOW DID WOMEN CANDIDATES PERFORM?

Three women candidates ran in Zahle, and obtained 12% of all votes.

Skaff won 7% of votes, and ranked 5th in the district (6,348 votes). ACross
confessional groups, Sunnis gave the highest share of their votes to women
candidates (17%), followed by Greek Catholics and Greek Orthodox (15%),
and Maronites (12%), while Armenian Orthodox and Shias gave the lowest
share (6% and 2%).° Skaff was the preferred woman candidate among all
voters but Sunnis, who voted significantly more for Marie-Jeanne Bilezikjian
(14%) who was backed by FM.

HOW DID EMERGING POLITICAL GROUPS PERFORM?

Kulluna Watani obtained less than 2% of votes.” Their voters showed a
confessional bias: All Christian voters voted mostly for Greek Catholic
candidate Ghassan Maalouf, followed by the Maronite and Greek Orthodox
candidates Hanna Habib and Vanda Chedid. Among Sunnis, the majority
voted for the Sunni candidate Houd Touaymi, while among Shias, the
majority voted for the Shia candidate Mohammad Hassan.
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